
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
What is involved? 
 

Your right to reputation is enshrined as a human 
right under Article 8 of the European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR). It competes in equal measure 
with another’s right to freedom of expression, 
under Article 10 ECHR. The balancing act between 
these two rights underpins the law relating to 
reputation management in the UK. 
 
Our dedicated IP & Media team are experts in 
advising on this balance of rights in any given 
scenario.  Our expertise is nationwide and includes 
advice on all areas affecting reputation including 
defamation (libel and slander), trade libel 
(malicious falsehood), harassment, misuse of 
private information (breach of privacy), breach of 
 

 
 
 
confidence; and breach of your personal data under 
data protection legislation. 
 
We provide a high quality and cost-efficient service, 
aimed at managing and protecting your interests in 
this arena in accordance with your objectives. We 
deal with both sides of the argument and act for 
claimants and defendants alike, whether based in 
the UK or in a foreign jurisdiction.  
 
This provides us with a well-rounded expertise to 
help resolve your issue, whether that be through 
strategic pre or post publication advice and 
assistance or through dispute resolution. 

 
Why choose Freeths? 
 

• We strongly believe that access to justice in 
the area of reputation should be for all members of 
the public, from all walks of life and diversity 
• In line with our ethos, we offer flexible pricing 
plans where possible to help access  
• We have solutions that deal with all aspects of 
print, broadcast and internet media  
• We are particularly strong where the 
battleground is in the online sphere, and rights are 
at risk through publications or disclosures on the 
internet and the wild frontier of social media 
 

 
 
 

Our work includes all of the following areas: 
 
Print, broadcast and social media defamations 
Private information disclosed online 
Privacy intrusions including phone hacking 
Breaches of your image rights in photos and videos 
Name and shame websites 
Online harassment and bullying 
Fake news concerning you 
Media intrusion and requests for comments 
Inaccurate press and broadcast reporting  
 

Defamation & Privacy 
Protecting your reputation 



 
What legal guides say about our Reputation Management team  
 
“Paul Balen is a long-standing figure in the clinical negligence field with a wealth of experience across a 
range of cases. Sources note his ‘strategic handling of complex cases’ and ‘sensible’ approach.”  
Chambers & Partners, 2018 

 
 
About Freeths – Lawyers delivering answers not options 
 

Freeths are a top 50, full service commercial law firm with 12 offices spread across the UK. We have a 
strong financial base with a turnover of over £70 million.  
 
Our growing firm has over 700 members of staff, including 179 partners. The Legal 500 and Chambers legal 
guides consistently rank our lawyers in their top tiers. 
 
Clients include Tarmac, Experian, Lloyds TSB, Center Parcs and many charities, universities and businesses. 
 
Our innovative approach allows us to offer creative solutions, with a focus on understanding your needs 
and delivering tangible results. You can rely on our lawyers to be timely, commercially-minded and 
practical. Call our experienced Reputation Management team now to find out how we can help you. 
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Paul Balen  
Consultant 
0845 050 3289 
paul.balen@freeths.co.uk 


