
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
What is involved? 
 

With an ageing population and an increased 
prevalence and awareness of conditions such as 
dementia, disputes over trusts and estates have 
escalated in recent years.  
 
Add to this a desire to hand wealth down to 
younger generations and a greater diversity in 
family structures, it is unsurprising that disputes in 
this area are becoming more common.  
 
Whether you are seeking to challenge or defend 
the validity of a will, bring or defend a claim under 
the Inheritance Act, protect your interest in an  
 

 
 
 
estate, or have been excluded from an estate, we 
have the expertise to guide you through the litigation 
process. We can also help with lifetime claims, such 
as actions against trustees, disputes concerning 
deputyship, financial abuse, and professional 
negligence claims. 
 
We focus on providing you with a clear plan from the 
outset, designed to support you through the distress 
and upset which is often a by-product of these 
disputes. Unlike other firms, we encourage other 
funding arrangements in the right circumstances, 
rather than just where they are necessary. 
 

 
Why choose Freeths? 
 

• We encourage the use of alternative dispute 
resolution and can represent you at mediation 
• You can rely on our extensive experience of 
acting in high value and complex cases 
• We will help you through the process of 
funding your case – you will be given clear costs 
information and we can look at alternative funding 
options such as a “no win no fee” arrangement, 
insurance, or third party funding  
• A number of our team are members of 
ACTAPS (Association of Contentious Trust and 
Probate Specialists) and hold qualifications with 
  
 

 
 
 

the STEP (Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners) 
 
Freeths’ Nottingham and Oxford offices are ranked in 
tier 1 in the field of contentious trusts and probate in 
the Legal 500. Our team is experienced in handling all 
aspects of contentious trust and probate litigation.  
 
We can draw on support from our impressive private 
client, tax, agricultural and commercial teams and we 
often deal with farming estates, family businesses 
and international assets disputes. 
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What legal guides say about our Contentious Trusts & Probate team  
 
“The ‘patient, persistent and unfailingly courteous’ Mark Keeley is a ‘top-class practitioner in the field’, who 
‘sees every angle of the dispute’.”  
The Legal 500, 2017 

 
 
About Freeths – Lawyers delivering answers not options 
 

Freeths are a top 60, full service commercial law firm with 12 offices spread across the UK. We have a 
strong financial base with a turnover of over £70 million.  
 
Our growing firm has over 700 members of staff, including 179 partners. The Legal 500 and Chambers legal 
guides consistently rank our lawyers in their top tiers. 
 
Clients include Tarmac, Experian, Lloyds TSB, Center Parcs and many charities, universities and businesses. 
 
Our innovative approach allows us to offer creative solutions, with a focus on understanding your needs 
and delivering tangible results. You can rely on our lawyers to be timely, commercially-minded and 
practical. Call our experienced Contentious Trusts & Probate team now to find out how we can help you. 
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Mark Keeley  
Partner & Head of Private Litigation 
0845 274 6875 
mark.keeley@freeths.co.uk 


