
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
What is involved? 
 

These are changing times across the education 
field. Whatever issues you are facing, you can call 
on the expertise of our specialist team of lawyers 
with confidence. We work daily with universities, 
colleges, MATS, academies and school governing 
bodies – drawing on a wealth of in-depth 
experience gained over the course of 20 years. 
 
We understand the issues your sector is facing 
today. In particular; the growth in major MAT 
bodies, college mergers, cuts in funding, the need 
to raise funds from other sources, attracting 
students and working with them as they become 
more demanding, as well as the international  
 

 
 
 
dimension. Schools are also inevitably looking at 
their ongoing need for legal advice as support from 
local authority services reduces, bringing new 
challenges for school managers. 
 
We do not have a ‘one size fits all’ approach – the 
service you receive will be bespoke and personal, a 
service that is right for your institution. Our lawyers 
will work with you to provide a full spectrum of 
services, underpinned by genuine knowledge of how 
education and the public sector works.  
 
You can trust us to provide practical answers. 

 
Why choose Freeths? 
 

• Our expert team includes people who have 
sat on governing bodies and have worked within 
education institutions – delivering tailored legal 
advice and contributing to their management  
• We therefore possess a keen understanding 
of issues related to strategy, government 
legislation and financial pressures 
• You can rely on us to provide honest, jargon-
free advice and to be transparent about our costs 
• We are renowned for being approachable, 
friendly and capable of offering practical solutions 
 
 

 
 
 

• Offering you an understanding of the 
challenges faced from the powers exercisable by 
OFSTED and Regional Schools Commissioners 
 
Freeths can advise you on academy conversions, 
employment, contracts & procurement, judicial 
review, property, construction, corporate 
governance, complaints, intellectual property, 
knowledge transfers, research & collaboration 
agreements, information compliance (Data 
Protection), partnering, and international ventures. 

Education 
Meeting your aspirations 



 
What legal guides say about our Education team  
 
“Freeths’ practice operates as part of a national offering to clients, and is strong in the school and higher 
education sectors. Stephen Pearson led advice on the creation of a multi-academy trust.”  
The Legal 500 

 
 
About Freeths – Lawyers delivering answers not options 
 

Freeths are a top 60, full service commercial law firm with 12 offices spread across the UK. We have a 
strong financial base with a turnover of over £70 million.  
 
Our growing firm has over 700 members of staff, including 179 partners. The Legal 500 and Chambers legal 
guides consistently rank our lawyers in their top tiers. 
 
Clients include Tarmac, Experian, Lloyds TSB, Center Parcs and many charities, universities and businesses. 
 
Our innovative approach allows us to offer creative solutions, with a focus on understanding your needs 
and delivering tangible results. You can rely on our lawyers to be timely, commercially-minded and 
practical. Call our experienced Education team now to find out how we can help you. 
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Stephen Pearson  
Partner & Head of Real Education 
0845 274 6900 
stephen.pearson@freeths.co.uk 


