
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
What is involved? 
 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
comes into effect on 25th May 2018 – bringing 
about the most fundamental change in data 
protection law in a generation.  
 
Its purpose is to protect the rights of individuals 
and the security of their data. This new regime 
will impact every business, public authority and 
non-commercial organisation in the UK. Not 
complying with the GDPR will have heavy 
financial and reputational consequences. 
 
The GDPR introduces far heavier fines (up to €20 
million) for organisations which do not follow 
the new requirements for valid consent. 
 

 
 

 Far heavier fines – up to €20million or 4% of 
worldwide turnover (whichever is higher) 

 New and stricter requirements for valid consent 
 More extensive compliance requirements for 

all agreements involving personal data 
 Compulsory reporting of data breaches and 

strict time limits for doing so 
 In some cases, a duty to appoint a data 

protection officer 
 New data subject rights, and changes to the 

rules dealing with subject access requests 
 Data processors being directly liable for 

breaches of the law 
 Strict requirements for privacy policies  
 A requirement to carry out privacy impact 

assessments in some situations 
 

 
Why choose Freeths? 
 

• We can guide you through a long, complex 
process with visits, training and helplines 
• Our specialist data protection lawyers are 
frequent speakers at GDPR conferences 
• We can support your GDPR compliance 
processes with contracts, docs and policies 
• We have particular expertise with assisting 
non-profit organisations with GDPR 
 
We know the GDPR can seem overwhelming.  
 
 

 
 
 

Our specialist lawyers have helped clients put in place 
the effective policies, contracts and procedures 
required to avoid fines and reputational damage. 
 
We can advise on new data subject rights and changes 
to the rules dealing with subject access requests. Our 
lawyers can explain how the introduction of data 
processor liability will affect your supply chain and how 
to manage this. You’ll probably need new contracts, 
privacy policies/notices, and we can help with those. 
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What legal guides say about our IT & Data team  
 
“Freeths' IT team is active on website, software, data protection, cloud computing and outsourcing 
matters. Nottingham-based Deryck Houghton is experienced across the board.”  
The Legal 500 

 
 
About Freeths – Lawyers delivering answers not options 
 

Freeths are a top 60, full service commercial law firm with 12 offices spread across the UK. We have a 
strong financial base with a turnover of over £70 million.  
 
Our growing firm has over 700 members of staff, including 179 partners. The Legal 500 and Chambers legal 
guides consistently rank our lawyers in their top tiers. 
 
Clients include Tarmac, Experian, Lloyds TSB, Center Parcs and many charities, universities and businesses. 
 
Our innovative approach allows us to offer creative solutions, with a focus on understanding your needs 
and delivering tangible results. You can rely on our lawyers to be timely, commercially-minded and 
practical. Call our experienced IT & Data team now to find out how we can help you. 
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Deryck Houghton  
Partner & Head of IT & Data 
0845 070 3810 
deryck.houghton@freeths.co.uk 

 


