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"Sarah Duffy – a clear ‘go to’ for rural sales. Always on the short list
due to her pragmatic and approachable nature, problem solving
and clear delivery of the facts when needed."
(The Legal 500, 2023)

 0186 578 1147       sarah.duffy@freeths.co.uk

Sarah specialises in agricultural and rural work, acting for farmers, landowners and landed estates.

Sarah’s work ranges from the acquisition, development and disposal of country estates, farms and bare
agricultural land, to advice on Agricultural Holdings Act tenancies and farm business tenancies. She specialises in
the acquisition and disposal of country estates and farms and is recommended as a leader in the field of
agricultural & rural affairs by the Chambers & Partners legal directory. Sarah also has specific experience of rural
property development to include residential, commercial and renewable projects. Sarah qualified in 2007 and
was made a partner in 2015.

Sarah is ranked as a Leading Individual (Chambers & Partners, 2023). She is ranked as a Recommended Lawyer
for Agriculture and Estates and Next Generation Partner in the Legal 500 (2023 edition).

Legal Services

Real Estate

Selected Cases

Hybrid promotion agreement of a 60 acre site incorporating provisions allowing part of the site to be sold
on the open market and part to be acquired by the promoter.
Unconditional sale of development land to include deferred consideration legal charge and complex
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overage provisions.
Promotion agreement in respect of 60 acre site and subsequent sale for £34 million.
Sale of 9 acre site to residential developer, conditional on planning permission being obtained.
Sale of land for commercial development to include joint venture agreement.
Acquisition of site to incorporate barn conversion and new build development to include the complex
access relocation provisions.

Sectors

Farms & Estates

Sarah is a leading agricultural property practitioner, acting for large landed estates and landowners both locally
and nationally. Her work covers the acquisition and disposal of farms and landed estates as well as Agricultural
Holdings Act and farm business tenancy advice.

Sarah acts for landowners on development agreements such as Promotion Agreements and Option
Agreements. Sarah also acts for smaller developers in connection with the acquisition of rural sites by way of
Unconditional and Conditional Contracts and Option Agreements.

Selected Cases

The acquisition of a landed estate extending to 2,725 acres for a sum in excess of £27 million. Including
Grade II* listed Hall, arable land comprising 6 farms let on a mixture of Agricultural Holdings Act tenancies
and Farm Business Tenancies, woodland, commercial properties and numerous residential properties.
Advised on title and tenancy issues and identified SDLT savings.
Disposal of four farms totalling 500 acres following voluntary registration of complex title.
Disposal of a farm to include complex surrender of Agricultural Holdings Act tenancy.
The acquisition of an arable farm for a sum in excess of £8.4 million including Grade II* listed Manor
House, yard with development potential and agricultural buildings and incorporating the grant of a Farm
Business Tenancy between exchange and delayed completion.
A £12.6 million refinance of farm, dairy unit and farm cottages to include redemption of existing charges
over 1850 acres and four new charges over 650 acres.
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